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Hearing Truths

In a few short years I hope to be an elementary school teacher. In my classroom I want to carry a variety of books that encourage inclusivity. Visual representation is important to learning. Having books that have representation from all walks of life will allow children to be more understanding of each other's journey. Stories are important to a child’s development as they build empathy, a sense of connection and expand their understanding of the world. These stories become links to the past and help preserve traditions and truths of our present. Stories play a role in the ethics of listening as it allows children to be exposed to truths that would typically be hidden from them. These truths are told in a delicate and honest way that allows them to hear truths, building empathy and continuing forward for a better honest future. I found three children’s books to read, they were, “When we were alone” by David A. Robertson; “Stolen Words” by Melanie Florence and “Missing Nimâmâ.” I chose the first two books as a tool to help teach about residential schools, and the third to bring awareness to missing, murdered Indigenous women (MMIW). Showing these books teaches the atrocities and truth of residential schools in a way that is age appropriate and understandable for elementary school aged children. Knowing the truth of Canada’s haunted past, allows for the growth of the nation as we work together towards reconciliation by first recognizing and acknowledging the truth. The third book, “Missing Nimâmâ" brings awareness to the current and ongoing tragedy of Canada’s missing, murdered Indigenous Women. 
Both, “When we were alone” and “Stolen Words” show a relationship between a grandparent and their grandchild. They are both a grandfather and grandmother’s perspective of their residential school experience. Different but similar, these stories touch on the effects of residential schools on the different generations. The books delicately explain some of the horrors that were experienced by children. These books also show the healing as these topics are spoken about experiences and how those experiences have shaped who they have become as adults. These books would be a great introduction to residential school topics with kids in grades kindergarten to grade 6, with still being relevant to older grades. “Missing Nimâmâ”  is a book for a more mature age group, I would recommend a gr. 6-12. The conversations surrounding MMIW are tougher to comprehend, and it might not be completely understood by a younger audience. This book was so beautifully written and though it was not based on a true event, it speaks volumes to the reality families of MMIW face. Losing a parent or child, without any answers to their disappearance is unimaginable. I chose these three books so that I could have a few different perspectives on the same topic and one that grabs the attention of an older audience. I felt that this would allow me to build a better connection with students as we talk about truth and work towards reconciliation. 
What stood out to me reading these three stories is the resiliency of the story tellers as well as the emotion I felt reading them. The authors wrote stories where the grandchild was the same/similar age as the grandparent was during their experience. This allowed me as a reader to connect with the story and it will allow children to also connect with the characters. Relating to these characters will allow questions to be asked and conversations to start. These conversations will open the dialogue for future teachings about residential schools and the effects that is has on Indigenous peoples. When I read “Missing Nimâmâ", my heart shattered. Reading this book as a mother was hard. I could feel the raw emotions of the characters and it made me stop and think of how scary this truly is. The threat of MMIW is very real and very ongoing. It is a sad reality for over 4,000 Canadian families (as of 2021). Talking about this truth and bringing this tragedy to light is important as it is easily dismissed through the media and other news outlets. So often these families are being pushed to the side and their loved ones being ignored. Bringing light to this topic is important as women deserve to feel safe and it brings awareness to a tragedy that is seemingly dismissed quickly. 
Ethics of listening in respect to Indigenous truths involve pausing, breathing, noticing our reactions, learning our responsibilities, and giving gratitude for sharing the experiences that we have heard. Reflecting on the ethics of listening in relation to the stories that I read, it is important for me to first read these stories with an open heart and mind, then to pause. Let what I just read sit in my heart and my mind. It was important to read the words and feel the emotions that were being portrayed in the stories. From there I knew that these stories were ones I would want in my future classroom. It is important as I become an educator, to continue to speak the truth of those who came before us and to share their experiences in a way that will help the community heal and work towards reconciliation. Opening these tough discussions starting at an early age will build bridges of empathy and compassion as well as understanding. I believe that as an ally and educator it is my job to help bring awareness of these truths and work towards healing. 
After reading these three children's story I am left reflecting on the powerful and painful history of Indigenous people in Canada. These stories are snippets of acts of such darkness that cannot be erased and talking about them allows for the truth to be heard and hearts to be healed. I am in awe of the resilience of their culture and sad that they were not given a choice to be strong, they just had to be. Learning how much of history has been taken away and hidden from the people of Turtle Island. It is important for me to be an educator that can speak the truth so that these atrocities do not ever happen again and can never again be denied. Hearing the truth of experiences from Indigenous people is so important as we continue to work towards reconciliation. The stories of their lives that they share are a painful part of their history and apart of Canadian history. Through this storytelling, we share stories that continue to connect the past to the present. These are the timeless links of storytelling we use to   build empathy, understanding and connection to the world around us. We must first listen to these stories, hear the truths that are being told and then learn, then educate.
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